MISTAKE ABOUT LINCOLX'S DEATH.
Correcflon of Minor incldent Siven by
Mlas Tarbell and Othern,

The return of the anniversary of Lin-
voln's death yesterday, brings up the'con-
sideration of another phase of the circum-
stances of his being taken to the Petersen
| house opposite Ford's theater, in which
ke died. Henry §, Safford of this city,
who wags present, and offered the hospi-
talits of the house to the bearers of the
pesident’s bedy, is interested to cortect
a piece of misinformation v.oncemmg the
event, \\hxgh seems to be in danger of

Itis
stated in lda anbella “Life of Lincoln™
that the bearers of the dymy: president
were invited into the house by W. T. Clark
whe, with Mr Safford, was a _boarder in
the building at the time. Mr Lincoln did
die in Mr Clark's room. as he was tahen
there becanse it was the most couvenient
place to lay him. Mr Clark, However, nas
not in the house at the time. but wds out
of the city durlug that night. Mr Clark
is now dead, hut relatives of his have given
out at diffctent_ times statements concern-
ing his connection with the matter, which
are said to have been taken from his let
tere. RBut there are atléast two men who
know that Mr Clark nas not in the house
the night of the death, One of them is
Mr Safford, and the other is Thomas Proc-
ter, » ]lroaklyn lawyer’ and naturali
Mr Proctor in an article in the New York
Times has made the statement that Mr
Clarh. the occupant of the room, was ab-
sent on that night, and in a _private letter
10 Mr Safford he repeats this statement
and aleo calls attention to the fact that
he would be glad to give her any informa-
tion concerning the deathbed of President
Lincoln, #s he was an eyewitness there.
Miss Tarbell never took advantage of his
offer. Mr Saffore Iso attempted to get
Mis Tarbell 10 rectify this error in detail
in her work, tmt received no satisfaction
from her. Mr Proctor in his letter to Mr
Kafford makes the following statement
concerning Mr Clark's presence in the
house:—

Mr Clark, as yon hnow, of course. was not
at the Petersen house—on the evealng, or

n am

o Ntar of & daunt. thae Mr Clark- was
ot 0 0the Perersen house At ans time dur
fug the perlod In which Lincoln or Lincoln's
hody wak there, unless he was bidden away
somenhere below the fifst floor, where it
would he very dificult for even 2 eat ta se
erete tselt,

Mr Safford thinks that it is quite possi
ble that Mr Clark wrote letters home ziv-
ing the impression that he was pre<ent at
the time of the death. It fact, he remem-
Ders that on (JIan'~ return to Washington
from his visit, that he (Safford shoned
Clark a letter which he had written to

is relatives and thatr Ciark said he liked
1t and helieved that he would write about
the came thing 10 his own people. It is
possible that he did this, unrf thus caused
the misunderstanding.




