BESIDE  LINCOLN'S BED-SDE-

— A
JNENRY S, SAFFORD'S REMINISCENCE

He Opened the Peters.
Dying Fresident nud

Tt will be remembered that on thp meht
of Lincoln's ascacsination he wis enrrind
from the theater into a house nearly op-
posite the theater on Tenth street. That
night many of the most famous men in
the country passel in and out of the small
<hamber in which Lineoln lay dying,
Grarhic pictures have been drawn of the
dying moments of Linculn, with famous
men standiag around the death-bed of the
beloved president, In fact, however, thete
were few prominent mien at hie badside at
the moment of his death, which tonk place
early in the morning after he was ahot,
Among thore present was Heury S, Safe
ford of Dartinouth street, who was at the
time a lodger in the house where Lincoin
was taken. Mr Saflord relates the expes
ricnees of that dread night in the folluning
language:—

I was_pot only living In Washinzton
at the time of P'resident Lincoln's assas-
sination, but roomed in the house where
Ke was taken and died. I might, in fact,
say that 1 saw him dle. Ie passed away
so slowly, however, that the exact mo-
ment he breathed his last was pmhably
not known. Several times during the last
few hours that he was lising Le seemed
1o have expired, and the awe-stenck spec-
tators of the dramatic ending of his de
voted life held their breath, expecting tn
hear the attendaut surgeon announce his
death. Only once was it observed that he
alioned the slightest sign of belng con-
scioug, and that was when he made an of-
fort to move, but it was only for a second,
How strange it seems to me now when [
think of the exciteruent of that night! I
could not reali@ at the timq what & tre-
mendously historic and important scene 1
way witnessing. What the wlole countpy
was shocked to hear the next moming was
then taking place in my presence and be-
fore my yery eyes.

1 musthot omit telling you that it was
T nho offered the honse to those who were
bringing the president across the street
from tho theater, which was nearly opp-
site. Itut let me here refer to how my**
chum, Mr Proctor, who with myself, Lirwl
the second floor of opr npacrments and I
Lappened tobe there st the time, We Lad
come to our roums jmmediately after our
supper, intending to remaln thera We
lad™been out quite late the night before,
doing our part with the rest of the multl.
tude in the celebrativn of Lee's surrender.
‘Therefore, on this wemorable evening, we
were quite tired, and so planned to spend
the eveRg at home, Aboat 10 o'loch we
heard qufite an unusual commotion outside,
and my friend remarked that it was tod

“yes,” and nent ty the window, and
saw the provost guarl running about as
thouglf looking for some one, a e audi-
ence rushing out of thoe .building. They
heditated and acted so panie stricken, that
I sanz out to those, under the window
which I had raised, askiog what the mat-
ter was, and was answered that the presi-
dent had been shot.

We were soon down at the door, and
when the bearers of the president’s body
were half-way, acress the street, ‘one of
the leaders meked, “Where can we take
him?” and as ther2 wus no response {rom
any other house, I cried out, *Bring him {n
here.,” On either side of our house'tha
residents were either secussionists, of not
very loyal " Otherwise they misht have
carried &im into cne of the houses more
divectly opposite, because the family,
whose name was Peterson, worthy Gey
mans, with whom I lived, were awag,
and I should not perhaps have felt free
to offer them the uso of the house bhaltw.
others opened their drors prowmptly, It
was n  twostory hrick bounse, with
two parlors on one_side of the hall and a
staitway oa the other. The two parir
doors® were locked, and Lizcoln waa ear-
ried through the hall to a Tight airy bed-
room ut the rear, az it would have been

sides, time was precious. The first thlng
the doctors did was to apply hot water
bottles to his feet, and mustand plastera
were freely used to heep up.the warmth
and cireulation.

The statement has been made that on
account of the extreme hight of Lincoln
the bed was not long enough to hold him,
and that he was acconlingly laid upon a
mattress upon the floor, but® this i3
not true.y lle was laid upon the
bed, whichsbelonged to a plain bedroom
set, and had harely room to lic stretched
out, There were two or three incidents
which took place during that long night of
suspense, which I will relate to you. Here
18 a piece of white lage which was torn
from & longz lace scarf Warn loowcly by Mrs
Lincoln around her head. She was des
tained nt the theater for an hour after
Ler husband was taken ont, on account
of her nervous condition, and when she
did arrite at the house she rushed in with
such great haste that somchow the end of
her scarf caught, in the doorway and way
torn off, and a4 the piece was discanled T
took possession’of Ir.  Gradually I bave

resented women with little picees so that

have now but this one small piece left.
I happened to be jn the haliway when she
entered and 1 heanl ler ers. fran-
tieallr, “Where is my “dear hushand?
Where I8 he,~twhere i he!" Before
they. would allow  Mrs  Lincoln  to
see her hushand “mf made her promise
that she should be calm while in the room,
but before fhe had reached his bedside she
nuanifested such grief and apimish that she
gave way. Whoever said anything.reflect-
ing upon Mrs Linculn’s lose for her -
band eould not have done 50 had he wit-
1 what I did that night, She was
dragged awar ftom the president by maln
force. and was so delirions that a physi-
cian had to render her assistance.

It was then that spirits of camphor was
called, for, and as there was no one in thy
house who huew where it was, I started
on a run Jdown_the street to a drug store
to buy seme. Qn reaching the first strect
1 was stopped M- soldiers, who had taken
up positions en  each street running at
right angles to Tenth street. I bad little
ditficulty m*going out through the line, but
upon returning tho guards wwere seat hack
to the house with me to satisfy the oflicer
in charge that I was entitled to_pass in,
While loohing out of my back wninduw at
times during _the night I noticed,an nu-
usual plistening  against the sky; which
turned ont (o be the hayonets of sothe of
our soldters, who lind been posted on the:
roofs of swme of the houses surrounding
ours,

After the president had been in the
hbuse abeut an hour I inquired of Maj
Rathbore, who had, with his fiancee, Miks
Hazri companied Mr and Mrs Lincéln
to the theater, and had taken charge rof
the arranzentents of the house after the
mugder, where the bload was comling from,
pointing o hiv hand, when he ’“‘l'.!'“t'
xthained, 1 believe' that fellow pricki
me,” and,sure enough, itpon removing s
coat, e found that he had been stablpd
just abore his eibow, Ile was a brave
and pluchy man, for all of the time smee
the fatal shot was fired he had given his
whale attention to the rellef and eare of the
president, witkout once thinkins of himself,
D he was xa faint from the joss of blowd |,
that after dressing the wound the doctor
had to take him bome,

The president died at ahout 7 o'clock
the foltawing morning. There were mot
nearly all of the distinguishal men pres
ent that have bheen reported as leing
there,  Of the prominent wen there wen
Schugter ~ Colfax, Secretary  Stanton,
Charles Sunwmer, Postmaster:(ieneral Den-
nlxon aud Necretary of the Navy Gideon
Welles. The rest of tliose present bewides
the surgeons were people reoniing fa:the
house. 1 have here'a copy of I'rank Less
lio's INustrated of April 20, 1863, and o
large double-page pleture 1s_the most nc-
curate of those gotten out. Not all of the

noted mcu victured were prescnt at- the

. {




time, Lut had been within n few hours of |
the death of Linwin. The accuracy of |
the picture is souched for by a certificate |
signed by thow present at the bhouse, !
anioug them myacll. !

"The body was wrapped in 4 shawnl and |
Llanhet and deposited in a box, and taken |
10 the quartenmaater-gencral’s  otfice, |
wWhere it was wrepared for remonl to the
White House.” Here is a Jock of the pres.
Ilent's hair. which was <ut from around
the wound. ui as not b interfere with
the prolue. piece of linen “lm‘h
wax cut from llu- villow-case. cse 1is
and clo's are bldod nnd braius, 'Jhlx
feather cuma ont of pillow upon which the
president’s head st rested  when alive,
Mere is one of the’ tno cetf? picees that
were placesd upon his eyes to clone -thv:m.

b and silver in tlm«v days ot
Loundd plentifully in people’s nd
conper was nwal, I hiave many other nl-
e eqyally interestinz.

Another most remarhable coincidence T
must tell you. Thepe was an actor named
Mathews, who a few weeks before the as-
sassination had occupicd this same back
bedroom inte which Lineoln was taken,
and in this room Bouth, the assassiu, had
h{:ﬁl him, and it is thought that here

e

& emvored to prevail on him to
take*part in the murderous plots he was
then arrauging. At the time of the pre<i
dent's death the room was occupied by a
Mr Clark, now dead.

It was a sinzular thing, too. that the Srst
wote I ever cast was for Abralaum Lin-
coln. It was in New York aty. 1 was
employed in a wholesale house, whone trade
wus \Qhull; in the South, and they natural-
Iy ext -N‘Vul every man n»um-vn-d with thv
o vote for an:
we all Ml afraid o vote .-un other mu'
1 tnted till the time cime to vote, and
then T decided that I would do a5 T thoucht
1ight, aud o veted for Lincoln, 1 fittle
theucht then that 1 should tver shake him
by the hamd or see him apon his deathind,
but fate arrungzel that 1 ~hm\ld do_buth,
Abont a year after Le ected I met
Lincoln two or thrw uum m recoptions.
T nmv'h (..-n Ripley, formerly colamand.
#nt a Nprinzhekl armory, who was
then (hwr of un\ualm- in Washington, I
hiad Ixen placed in charge of the property
returns division. w here the necounts for all
the onlnanece sujplies of the officers of the
whole army were hepts

The moming after the assassination
there was alarn on every face I met. The
greatest  consternation  prevailed. | 'or
some wecks before Leds surrender paroled
rebeds had been colning in to Washington
in great nuwliers, and there weres nuny
serious eomments wade to the effect that a
#eneral upnsing was plinned. Aud this
and the vther attewpted munler the same
night brought about a fechuy that these
startling Teports were to be carried: out.
!h-n-cnu-s hy the dozen nrmc\l from the
larzent cities, and eversone we met loohed
like one, there was‘such a fmlmg of te
ror existing. DBuot it gradually wore away,
and i ours 3 feeling of comparative
safety pn.-rmlul. Otsouhc. everyone who

came Washiugton“and mauy who were
I?unL' there “ ere curious to see the room
where the F"s“km died, 0 much so0 in
fuct, that they Lecume troublespme, Some
Were 80 anXious to have a souscenir of the
cvent that they actually cut out piexs of
the carpet and furniture. At this the pro-
prietor of the house objected, and decided
that if any one was interested enotgh to
ree the room he ought to be willing to pay
un admittance fee.

M@ Saffonl remained in Washington
some three months after these events, and
then, anxious to re-enter mercantile life,
returned to New York, where he re
sided for about 20 years. He came to this

«lty from New York, aud since that time
tus resided héve.
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