HELPING SURRATT 1o ESCAPE

———
TALK WITH ONE OF HIS COMRADES.
HENRY LIPMAN'S EXPURIFNCE AS A FELLOW SOLDIER

OF JOHUN H. RURRATT IN THE PAPAL ARNY —
MAKING A RESERVIED MaN’s ACQUAINTANCE -~
ATDING HIM TO ISCAPE FROM AN AMERICAN

DETECTIVE, ' .

The originator of the movement recently seb
ot foot In this city forthe benefls of the Transvanl Boers
is a little red-faceq, thick-set Hollander named Henry
Lipman, with n peenlinr bigtory. Ho ¢epesKkssix languages
fluently and undorstands Lativ and Greelt. He has
travelled In Europe, Asia, Africa and Ameriea, and hes
tiken poart as & voluuteer 1 several campaigng fu both
hemispheres. Of all bis achievements, however, there
i3 not one upon which he dwells with more apparent
pride thau his share iu one of the escapes of Jobn IL
Surratt, the plotter agajust Lincoln. Mr. Lipman is a
man of rew words, but. the otherday, at the headqnarters
of the Boer Comm:ttee in Hudson-st., he was induced to
relate his experfeucs to a TRIBUNE roporter.

“Phis {8 how it was,” e began fn exc:lent Enghsh.
“ 1 wap born and brought up in Deveuter, a ifttle out-
of-the-way Duteh town, wilere one sces little of the
world, Wihen 1 attafued my matority—that was in 1867
—1 grew restless mind tired of my mwenotonous, ‘onc-horser
exiatenes, and made up ny wind to enter the mlitary ser-
vice of the Pope. This resolution was greatly due to the
fact that the Pope’s emissavies aud recruiting bureauns in
Bolzium were busy at the thime, promiging  ail wanner of
advantages wd the happiegt of prospects, Loth in thia
world and the Lercafter, to recruite,  Woll, on February
14, 1867, 1 left my howme, reccived my bounty, and went
off’ to the Papal States, where, atter 1wy arvival, I was
duly drafted into the 6th company, 1st Battallon, of the
Poutifleal Zouuves, then statfoned at  Vellotrf, & point
somewht north of Rome, 1 cannot express in words the
pride snd Jog 1 folt on flist donuning the preity geay unt-
formy, the tusselled keph, the white garters, and on shout-
acring n new musket.

shroe weeks afier my enlintment I took advantage of
o {irst lenvo of abscnca to visit Romo to witness the
ceremontes al Bt. Peter’s, Winle sitting in the cars on
the return journey to Velletrd, my attention was called to

u handsowie young soldicr with a blaek mustacho wil
aoatee, who wore o uniform liko mine suad who scemed
to be wwnbling somothing to himseil.  After a while,
thinking that hs might bo one of my comrades, I ap-
proached hitm and spoke to hnn in Frenelt, An einbar-
rassed ook cnmu over his features aud he ovidentiy
could not understand we. Then I tried Lualtan, German
and Datel, bus with an equally poor resalt. Flnaly,
and a9 a last resouree, I seraped o few Enghish words
together, and to my great satisfaction he was ablo to
understand,  Wo then had o protty long conversation
together, fn the conrse of whieh £ learaed that his name
wad Watson; that ho was an Aswperican by birth, and |
that ho was serving in the 34 company, 1st Battalion,
Pontifical Zouuves stutioned at Veroll, More he wonld
not say, nnd soon after be left me at a station on the l
road. v

“ o monthea later, in conseqi-nee of the movewments |
of. soveral Garfbalan bands on the froutier, my
copany was (rausterred to Verolr, T then et Wataon
for tha seconcd trmo, and nhocsure very tutimate with nim.
fn fact weo shared tho samo room in the barracka.
Yet be always remnined an enlgms to me, and try a3 1°
might 1 never suceceded in moeking bhnn speak of his
past.  Somethmes i the middle of the night L wonld bear
him gobbing auwd praying, Then again ho would be
murmuring something about bis ¢ poor wmother,’ and
*hier terrible end,’ andeo go om, till at lust overcome
with fatiguo ho woulit sink back upon his pillow and
fall asleep.  ‘Thoe passed, and Watson and I wero de-
tatled for duiy at Coli Pardo, where a nuwmber of
brigands had Iately been committing ravages. About
thia tinfe an Ameriean named st Mary, who had shortly
hetore enlisted it aur battalton, attracted some attention
by the persistensy  with  whiel  he  inquired
whether any of his countrymon were serving with tho
Zounves, The battaiion belne some 1,400 wmen strong,
however, it was 1o easy thiag for him to obtam the de-
gired information. Meonwhilo I hoticed o change in
Watsou’s demeanor.  1Io was paler, mors ucrvous, and
more reserved than usuzl. Wo had not remained many
days at Coli when he eamo to e and asked wo whether
1 thought he ecould obrain leave of absence to go to
Rome, [ referved hyum to our sergeant, Malgand by name,
an old Freneh veteran.  ¥lalzond was unable to grant
the requeat, bt Lo advised Watson 1o go back to Veroli
and eeek  permssion, Watson  took  the advice and
sturted tmmedlately for Vevolt, wishiug mo an afleetion-
ate gond-bye. But he had havdly starcted, when a de-
welment of fifty men under Licutenant de Monsty
sprived and asked for tne Autervican. Wo then all learned
tliat our metuneholy eomrade was nouo other thau Johit
. Sureatt, one of the assassins—as they then ealbted
nim—ot President Laneoln, 8t Mary was a Unlted States
deteetive in seaveh of tun

“*Whew De Monsty heard of Watson's departure ho
concinded that the fugniive had wot gono to Veroli, but
was ot his way to the fronticr, ‘The detachment started
frmediately m pursnit, sk atter a sharp ride caught up
with surratt at o villhge not tar from Tuscauy. ile was
brougnt in Irons to Verolt and throwa into the barrack
dungean, Now you must Know that the bavrack is huity
on an elevalion overlooking Veroll, and that while the
entry to the dingeon sta 30 Is on the erest ot tbe hill
the dungeon-window s almost at s base, thirty
feet below. Orders nad been roceived from Rome to se-
aure and keop the prisoner, ¢ if o thousaud men
were needful for tho task, and {go Do Monsty détailed
tweive of us, amomng whom were & Maltese, named Cota-
nia, o Seotchman, MceCrossan, and myself~all tried
friends of Watsou—to guard the dungeon and fts inmate.
onof na were posted on the narrow stiirease, and twe
(Catanin sud MeCrossan) were outside. Soon night tell
upon g, and all around beeame ax quiot as deatl, Next
to the dungeon was o small cawpartirent contaming the
entranes to the barrack =ower, As luud been arranged
betweon Surrait and ourseives, as aoon as the clock
atruck twetve e was pllowed to euter this compartineut,
as prisonors were 1n the babit of doing. Appurently wo
torgot,  hini,  bubt  at  ten miuutes o 2 wo all
wade a rusih to the dungeon, aud a8 seve
amwonz _us expected, Surratt had disnppeared. He
lowered himself into the sewer and had made his way
ot at an opening into the neighboriege rivalet, The dis-
eovery led to s furious fusthute on cur part, ita ovjoet
bowe naturally to divert suspicion ana to mako bolisve
that wo were teythg to stop the fugitive, . As ro0n as tho
Licutenant heard of the cseape, ho ordered the entive
pariy on wateh to bo put nuder avréat, but, I remoember
that o swite ot satisfaotion seowed to piay avound ing
hipg, aud cthoro 48 no doubt fn my wind that he sceretly
reioieed ot what hat ocenrrad.

“Not so the Captain, When the news was broken
to him he exeloimed, * I am o ruined forever!” and aent
o a reglment of ealvary 1n pursmit of Surratt, They
avmved at the fromier to be told by an old woinan that
the American way washing  hitself at » brook half @
mile distant~—but on Vietor Emuanuel's territory. Toe

saptain’s anger then only lnereased, and all wwelve of
us wore pus i trons and imprisoned on bread and water
teran ontire wonth,

** What beeamo of Sureatt? Woll, ns faras. T heard, he
was arrested again ab the American Ministet’s instance
at Predmont, but succeeded tu esoaping from a Jaspital
there—where ho lay sick—in woman’s disguise, e was
Aunlly eaptuved, [ beheve, winle boarding o vessel at
Counstantinopls and then brought to tis country. The
wast eurfous part of the story 8, that whon 1 attonded a
lecture ho gave i this eity In 1370, ho singlod mo outg
among the audience and emvraced mo with gratitude,’




