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HE ALMOST SAVED LINGOLN.

David Dana, Brother of

Charles A, Dana, Tried

. to Prevent the Assassination of the Martyr
President—Now a Dweller in Lubec, Me, He
Tells of His Pursuit of Booth.

Away down in a remote corner of
New England, in the most easterly town
in this broad country, dwells the man
who alone had knowledge beforehand
of the meditated assassinatlon of Lin.
coln, and who tried by every means In

his power to thwart the conspiracy, bt
all in valn,

This man, Davld Dana, brother of the
late Charles A. Dana, i3 a most
unique and {ntetesting character, and
one who has seen his full share of life,
and has been a part of the most stirring
events in our country’s history. It was
the writer's good fortune recently to
hon.\;:lllm tell of the part he took in tho
pursuit of the assassin, Booth, and his
accomplice, Harold. Inasmuch as the
story gives facts never before lald be-
fore the public the recital cannot fall to
be of great interest to every one who
has ever perused the story of these ex-
citing times,

“In the spring of 65 I was near Wash-
ington,” began Mr Dana, “with my
headquarters at I'ort Baker, just, above
the east branch of the Potomac, It was
within the lines of the 3d brigade of
Harden's dlvislon, 22d corps, command-
ed by Gen C, C, Augur, under whom 1
was provost marshal, I had authority
over nearly all those parts of Maryland
Iying bhetween the cast branch of the
Potomac and the Patuxent river. This
part of the state was swarming with reb-
els, and 1 was commlssloned to watch
all their movements and learn {f possi-
ble of any plots against the federal gov-
ernment.

‘“While patrolling this territory I learned
that a plot was forming against the gov-
ernment, and that the blow would un-
doubtedly be simed against the ife of
Pres Lincoln. I at once asked for a
battallon of veteran cavalry, In addl-
tion to the regular provost guard, and
the request was granted. I was orderea
to establish a line of plckets from IFort
Molgs on the leit to Gelsboro polut on
the right, with orders to permit none
to enter the clty of Washington during
the aay unless they could glve their
names, where they were from, and what
was their business at the capital.
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took a small detachment of my own
cuard and started after Booth, taking
the road by Surrattville to Bryantowi,
Az we pasged by the Surratt mansion
all was as dark as though it had never
been Inhablted, but I found an old man
and woman who had a boy sick with
the smatlpox, Findlug that no tnforma-
tlon could be obtained there from the
old man or his wife I took him along
with us for a_mile and a half to n se-
ctuded dell. Refusing to glve the de-
slred Informatlon, 1 ordered him to be
strung up to the limb of a big oak tree.

“It was a clear night, with the moon
Just rlsing, {ts silvery glints touching
tho lors of the trees In ﬁxe dell and the
flickering lght of the camptire which
the men had kindled castlng fantastlce
shadows here and there The ropu was
made fast ahout the old man's neck,
and at a signal from me he was holsted
up and suspended between heaven and
earth, It was a welrd and gruesome
scene, there In the light of the fire and
the moon was the swaying body of the
man struggling in his futile efforts to
grasp the rope, while the spasmodie ac-
ton of his body and the gurglin
gounds from his throat praduced an ef-
fect never to be fergotten,

"1 ordered him to be cut down after
a_few moments and he was resuscltated.
Rather than try a eecond pull on the
rope he told me that Booth and Harold
had been at the Surratt manslon, had
had something to eat and drink, and
that after supper, though Booth was
badly burt, they had iounted their
hoigses and rode toward DBryantoswn.

“I pushed_on after them and n few
miles from Biyvantown I came to a de-
tachment of 10 men under a sergeant
as watrol guard to watch susplcious
people in_that sectlon. 1 sent the ser-
geant to Port Tobacco at once, and or-
dered the troops to scout up the Pa-
tuxent river, (o arrest all suspiclous
persons and to report to me at Hryan-
town. The patrol guard afterward ac-
knowledged that ther heard the clatfer
of Booth'’s and Harold’s horaes' feet, 43
they passed by on the road leading to
Dr Samuel Mudd's toward Bryantown.

“This came about from the fact that
4 short distance above the guard was
a road leading to Dr Mudd's, who re-
sided about three and a half miles from
the village and that this road the pair
had taken, reaching the doctor's house
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“From sundown to sunrise no one was!
to enter or leave the city except in case:
of sickness, or death. Al]l suspiciras)
persons wero arrested and sent to hef
communding general for examinatiy . '

“On Friday, April 14, 1865, two men ap- |

cared before the guard on the io0ad
cading {nto Washington from the east. !
Refusing to give thelr numes or state.
thelr business, they wete arvested and
put in the guard tent, whence Lhey were
to bhe sent to headquarters, This was
about 1 o'clock {n the afiernocon. In an|
hour or two they gave thelr names as
Iooth and Harold.

“I'he offlcers on_guard under me had
carried out my orders so strictly that it
was very unnoying to tue rebel sympa-
thazers who wished access to the city,,
30 that many complaints were made by !
prominent citizens of Maryland,

“About 4 p m 1 recelved an order from
Gen Augur to release all prisoners held
by the guards, and to withdraw the
guard until further orders, 1 sent an
ordetly to the officers on the line from
fort Melgs easterly, with orders to re-
lease all prisoners, and to report to me
at fort Baker On’ the line ftom fort
Melge to Surrattville 1 went in person,
and withdrew the guard to my head-
quarters,

“Booth and Harold were releadged s
scon as the orders roached the guurd,
and they procecded at once to Wash-

ington, reaching there about 6.30 in the
afternoon, 1 had o guard at cach end
of the bridge on the castern branch of
the Potomac, and one of the guards
knew Booth, and recognized him as he
rode intv the city, and as he came out
after the assassination, and had it been
known that he had killed Lincoin es-
cape would have been impossible,

o1 returned to headquarters about 11
p m, and had dismissed the guard, and
wasg eating supper, when an ofiicer rode
inlo camp with the startling intelligence
that Lincoln was killed, and that the
murderer, with another man, had rid-
den at a rapid pace into the country,

“I calindl out the guard, and sont de-
tachments In different directions, and
then went 1o the bridge to learn what 1
could there. On my way I met a eom-
pany of cavalry, the 1ith New York,
which | ordered to patrol the river w
Gulsi point and learn all they could,and
then return to fort Baker.

“At the bridge I found an orderly
from Gen Augur with orders for me to
report to him al Washington without
delav. I did so, and was ushered into
his presence, where 1 found himn stand-
ing by bis desk with streaming eyes.
‘My God, Marshall,’ he cerled upon see-
ing me, 4¢'1 had llstened to your advice
this teirible thing never would have
happened?

"l:\pﬂor conversing with him a few mo-
ments, I was appointed adjutant general
on his staff, and ordered to use my own
udgment a8 1o the best way of captur-
fng Roath. The order read as follows:

1o commanders of all divisions, bri-
gades, 1egiments, companies and posts:
You will obey all orders emunating from
Adjt Gen and Provost Marshal D. D.
Dana the same ns though especlally.
tesued from these headquartei s,

3igned Maj Gen C. C. Augur
Co&nnxfnlnil?ng 23(1 corps in Dept I-Jf
Washington."

“While with Gen_Augur and by his
request | laid out the plan for the cap-
tute of Booth. Fhrst, onc of the swiltest
steamers which could Do  obtained
should patrol the Potomae ag far us the
Patuxent river and seize all hoats which
could not glve & goed account of them-
selves. Then a steamer should be sent
up the Patuxent and all boats on this
ver were to bo seized at all hazards
to as far as_Horse Head ferry,

*“Phese orders were telegraphed to the
hoats on the Patusent and weto carrled
out to the letter. ‘lhe reason was this:
In gcoutling through Maryland 1 had
learned thaut a hoat would he used by
theyagsassin, who would go by land to
the 'Patuxent, thenee across to the Al-
bert, river, from there to the Atlantle
coast, aml thence to Mexico. The only
thing that prevented Bouoth's escape was
the seluure of these hoats

“I returned to fort Daker, left orders

for the cavalry, who were out scouting,

about 4 a m, about two hours ahead of
my trocps.

*I arrived at Bryantown about 6, and
at once placed guards at all the roads
leading into the villuge, with orders that
any one might enter the town but that
none were to leave it. Abopt 2 o'clock
that afternoon the detachimeht of troops
from Port Tobaceo renched me. In the
mcantime troops had been sent to Wood-
bine ferry and Horaehead ferry, all the
boats had been selzed and all crossics
of the river had been stopped.

BBy taking possession of these posi-
tlens and velzing the ferry boats and by
clozely guarding the line of the river,
Beoth's chances of escape this way were
cut off. Could he have got actoss the
]‘nll‘lxent river fnto Calvert county, he
wotiid most certainly have reached Mex-
lco in safety,

“After Booth and 1larold arrlved at
Dr Mudd's, Booth's leyr was set, and af-
ter glving them thelr breakfast the doc.
tor made a cruteh for Booth and fixed
‘llll"i; up ready to start at un‘lnsmnl's no-

ce.

“Dr Mudd came into Hryantown at ?
In the afternoon and stayed there until
8 or 9 In the evening, when a cousin of
his, Dr Qeorge Mudd, asked as o per-
sonal favor a pass for him thfough the
Unes, After closely ciuestlonlng amtiel
Mudd, and bellovinf him to Know noth-
i\?l‘fa(t]thaogg:;slund lI‘:lwlm{ confidence in

n sa s

M,‘,’gd is , 1 let Dr Samuel

uring the doctor's long absence
Booth got uneasy and sent %Inrold on
horseback to Bryantown. Learning that
troops were In" the town, he tied his
hotse In a large clump of willows that
grew on the side of a stream near the
road, and there watched for Dr Mudd's
" \When

‘ en the doctor made his -
ance, Harold canie out and }quc ?R’gur‘:-
turned to the doctor's house. Booth was
:}gé((lg;xsﬂ:gulreal\'(l; ’nt o'r]\ce. but the good

ssured him v
danzor that“nlght. thut there wad wo

‘‘George Muad, let me say jn S
never intimated’ to me tht’lllga;rILTEf
wus a doctor, or was a relntive of hlg 1
learned the next day, when It was foo
}mﬁ. I”[l,lilllhlls lcnllllisIGn was a rank rebel

ninly to eorge M i
‘h?f‘ghlrf’f mm ” 8¢ Mudd what |

“The fugitivesleft Dr Mudd's early
siext movrning, and took thes ggﬂf (t‘c‘:
Hor iehe~d ferry, When within 214
of the frr.y they saw a man of about
60 years leanlng on a fehce {n front of
his house, Booth rode up and asked him
If he had heard the news of Lincoln's
baing killed. He sald yes, he had heard
it from some tioops that had arrived at
:‘heot‘c:-x_v.u‘lmolhl aslked him 1f thore

rere any troops then at Hors
lhe”mntr; mldl him &hlor‘c(: wcr‘:ehm“' and

‘Hooth got a drink of w
wanted n dHnk of whisky, Gl‘»‘:’°{fm“o'}.‘,'
man had none. He asked the men who
they were, and Booth answered: ‘De-
.t‘c‘c,,tlv{\s looking rlmi Booth and Tlarold,*

hat are you doing with h 7
wa-}"tlhe rejoinder. s " crutehy

‘“T'he assa®sin explained that his d
had stumbled, and had fallen u;‘mnhl(\):rr':;
hurting his leg very badly. Thoy asked
the way to Woodbing ferry, und, belng

t.

miles

directed, set off at a brisk tro
re"\} htel" “'l.lhlltl two lll\lleB of VW
rry they met an old darky, an -
quired: ‘How far is it to tsh'c [_(;l“r_‘l-x)z'
llxlep‘:m ’((x‘h"f tlo;d they kf;lslke(l jrn ihe
cs. ‘Muassa Lincum’s ed an' W -
bine ferry's chock full ob Iroogg‘ W
many. uncle?” asked WBoath, ‘Gollv
masga, dere's moreg'n a hundied! Dey's
swarming Lke hees! answer~d the negro

“Tnhe horsemen rode on a short (je-
tance taroush a gate ‘into a mowing
field, and there all trace of thelr horges’
fooprints wuere 1ost. But they returned
te the vicinity of Dr Mudd's and en-
teved the Sekiah swamp from the east,
They miade thelr way to a.mmall tsland
aer the middle of the swamp,. where
they spent twa days and two nights.
hchmmﬂupp“r'd with food Dy frlends
neat .

1 had made arrangementg for a de-
tachment of tioops to scour the swamp
with a gulde, when a heavy atorm came
on and made it Impossible. Had I done

oodbine

80 I would certalnly have caught 'lhem,
as they did not leave until 2 or 3 o'clock
that day. When my troops reached the
island the next day they found where
the horses had heen tethered, nnd the
very moss :where Booth and Harold
had slept. They algo found the pl'ecea of
planket with which thelr horses’ hoofs
}md been muMed. How they made thelr
way from Woodbhine ferry to the swamp
ja a mystery. It could only h':wc héeen
done by wrapping the horses' feet In
blankets,

“The different movements they made
from the time of the assassination to
their reaching Sekiah swamp shows
that they had t(helr course alt lald out.
beforetuind, ‘I'hey knew where to go
and who thejr friends were, and were
oulf prevented from escaping by the
rapld movements of the troops under my
command.

“Seklah swamp lles a short distance
nearly west of Hryantown, It is full of
quagmires and sinkholes, and Is excecd-
ingly dangerous to enter except hy day-.
time, Even then giecat cautlon is 6.
ulted unless a person & acquainted
cith the swamp, Booth and Huarold
must have had & gulde both In golng
in and coming out, |

“They never conld have got thelr
horses there alone, to attempt it would
have been the last of them.

“There is a sma}ll dtream running
through the swamp, but large enough to
float o small boat. 1L discharges into
the Patuxent river. After leaving the
swamp the fugltives went to a log eabin \
in a thick growth of pines and under-
brush quite distant from any 10ad, It
wag the dwelling of a man  namss
Jones, who had a negress for house
keeper, It wag in that scrubby pine and
underbrush, back of the house, that the
two horses were kilied and burled.

“Here Booth and Harold were Kept
three or four days, when they were
taken by boat down the outlet of the
swamp to a point bhelow where the
troops were ctationed, and from there
they were carrfed In a wagon to a
polnt on the Patuxent, nearly opposite
Aqula creck. ¥From here they were taken
acrossg the Potomac aind made thelr way
to Garrett's, near Howling Green, where
Booth_was kilted.”

Mr Dana is 71 years old, yet strong
and _hale and capable of weathering a
good many more of Maine's rough win-
ters. In personal appearance he bears
a striking reremblance to his noted
brother, though somewhat shorter in
stature, His face {s as ruddy and his
eye as bright and keen as a boy's,

Though somewhat stooped by the
heavy lIahor of the farm h's step !s
brisk, and it would tire many a young-
er man to follow him through a dny's

work,

Mr Dana Hves In a small, one-story
tarmhouse in West Lubee, Me, on the
ancestral farm of h's wife's people. He
came here some 20 years ago, when the
opening of the lead mines in this viein-
ity wromised to make Lubee famous
the world over.

After o few years of extravagant ex-
pendltures on the part of the managers
work In the mines ceased and Mr Dana
settled down to the quiet life of a
tarmer with his wife and pets, of which
he always has a great number.

Though living nearly elght miles from
the nearest village Mr Dana is by no
means a recluse, but is well informed
on all the events of the day, I3 an om-
nivorous rcader and an ardent advocate
of frec silves.
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